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Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 LA PAZ 06887 311619Z 
ACTION INT-05 

INFO OCT-01 ARA-14 ISO-OO FEA-01 ERDA-07 AID-05 CEA-01 
CIAE-00 COME-OO DODE-OO EB-08 FPC-01 H-02 INR-07 
L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 OMB-01 PM-05 USIA-15 OES-07 
SP-02 SS-15 STR-04 TRSE-00 ACDA-10 /119W 

000933 010222Z/75 

R 3 1 1 527Z AUG 77 
FM AMEMBASSY LA PAZ 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 6904 

UNCLAS LA PAZ 6887 

FOR: DEPT PASS INTERIOR BUREAU OF MINES 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: EMIN, BL 
SUBJECT: BISMUTH 

1 . COMIBOL HAS DECIDED TO STOP PRODUCING BISMUTH METAL BECAUSE 
MARKET PRICES HAVE FALLEN FAR BELOW COSTS OF PRODUCTION ACCORDING 
TO COMIBOL SOURCES. COMIBOL WILL CONTINUE TO PRODUCE AND 

STOCK A BISMUTH BULLION (APPARENTLY PELLET LIKE) WHICH IS AN 
INTERMEDIATE PRODUCT WHICH CAN BE REFINED WHEN DEMAND FOR 
METAL GOES UP. 

2. BOLIVIA IS MAJOR WORLD PRODUCER OF BISMUTH BUT UNLIKE MOST 
PRODUCERS WHICH HAVE BISMUTH AS A BY-PRODUCT OF OTHER MINERAL 
PRODUCTION, BOLIVIA HAS BISMUTH MINES AS MAJOR MINERAL PRODUCED. 
COMIBOL PRODUCED 233 MT IN FIRST SIX MONTHS OF 1977 AND EXPORTED 
345 MT, DRAWING FROM STOCKS. HOWEVER STOCKS INSIDE AND OUTSIDE 
COUNTRY, N.Y. AND BELGIUM) REMAIN LARGE. NINTY PERCENT OF 
EXPORTED BISMUTH WENT TO BELGIUM. 

BEAL 
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Message Attributes 
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Concepts: PRODUCTION, BISMUTH, MINERALS, PRICES 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 31 -Aug-1 977 12:00:00 am 
Decaption Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: n/a 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 

Disposition Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977LAPAZ06887 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D770315-1097 
Format: TEL 
From: LA PAZ 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t1977084/aaaaadaa.tel 

Line Count: 45 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: 0789fa56-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION INT 

Original Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 1 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: n/a 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 10-Nov-2004 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 

SAS ID: 1535966 

Secure: OPEN 

Status: NATIVE 

Subject: BISMUTH 

TAGS: EMIN, BL, COMIBOL 
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Type: TE 
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